


Our Mission

Our mission is to reduce homelessness for 
children and their families in Anderson County by 
uniting local congregations through an Interfaith 
Hospitality Network to provide shelter, food, and 

the necessary tools needed for the families to regain 
their independence. 

Did you know…

Anderson County Statistics
During the 2008-2009 academic year, there 
were 467 identi� ed homeless children amongst 
Anderson County’s � ve school districts.

National Statistics
At least 1.35 million children are homeless • 
during a year’s time.
On any given day 800,000 people are homeless • 
in the United States, including 200,000 
children in homeless families.
Families with children are among the fastest • 
growing segment of the homeless population.

1. Host Congregations
About four to six times a year – for one week at 
a time – Host congregations provide overnight 

lodging, meals (supper, breakfast, and brown-bag 
lunch), and hospitality. Hosting rotates among 
the eight to thirteen Host congregations in the 

Network, which provide lodging for three to � ve 
families (up to fourteen individuals) from 6:00 p.m. 

to 7:00 a.m. the next morning.

2. Volunteers
Volunteers are the heart of the Network; without 

them, it cannot exist.  Volunteers provide a variety 
of services: cooking and serving meals, playing 

with children or helping them with homework, and 
staying overnight.

Beyond providing lodging and meals, volunteers 
interact with the guests, treating them with respect 

and responding with compassion.

3. Social Service Agencies
Local social service agencies refer families to the 
Network. � e agencies may also help guests � nd 
housing, jobs, and other services. Since Family 
Promise is primarily comprised of volunteers, 
the social service agencies help assess potential 

guest families for active substance abuse, domestic 
violence or psychiatric problems.

4. Day Center
Guests use a local day center, space at a congregation or 
agency, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to shower, care for 

pre-school children, and seek employment. Many guests 
are employed during the day and go to work. During 
the school year, children go to school. � e day center 
provides guests with a mailing address and a home 

base from which to conduct their housing search. � e 
Network Director’s o�  ce will be at the day center.

5. Transportation
A network van transports guests to and from the day 

center.  � e van also carries bedding and luggage to the 
next Host Congregation.

Basic Elements for the Program

“� e King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me.’   Matthew 25:40

“Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels 
without knowing it.”  

Anderson County information from
South Carolina Department of Education

National information from the National Center on Family 
Homelessness:  www.familyhomelessness.org


